secretory cells, 

(d) polymerizing collagen in said semisolid bead to form a 
solid, agarose-collagen bead containing secretory cells, 
and 

(e) coating said solid, agarose-collagen bead containing 
secretory cells with agarose. 

^ l> 

. The method of claim 5^1 , wherein said secretory cells are 
contained in pancreatic islets. 



on & 

- T ^ e met hod of claim wherein said pancreatic islets 

J are human pancreatic islets, bovine pancreatic islets, rat 
pancreatic islets or porcine pancreatic islets. 

^4. The method of claim ^#3, wherein said pancreatic islets 
are human pancreatic islets. 

The method of claim Jg*L, wherein said secretory cells are 
contained in from about 50,000 to about 700,000 pancreatic islets. 

J>6. An agarose coated, solid agarose-collagen bead^prepared 
by the process of claim J>^ 

I J51 . The agarose coated, solid agarose-collagen bead of claim 
If/ 

5f& , wherein said secretory cells are contained m pancreatic 



islets . 

. Jy&f The agarose coated, solid agarose-collagen bead of claim 
wherein said pancreatic islets are human pancreatic islets, 
bovine pancreatic islets, rat pancreatic islets or porcine 
pancreatic islets. 

% 

^ The agarose coated, solid agarose-collagen bead of claim 

^f^ t wherein said pancreatic islets are human pancreatic islets. 

£j. ^6tfT. The agarose coated, solid agarose collagen bead of claim 
^f, comprising from about 50,000 to about 700,000 islets. 

,i w 

^^(p * Method for treating a mammal having a condition caused by 

impaired secretory cell function, comprising: 

transplanting into saidV^^^^S^a therapeutically effective 
amount of the agarose coated, solid agarose-collagen bead of claim 

^jS^. The method of claim^l', wherein said condition is insulin 
dependent diabetes . 

^\ The method of claim ^&2^ wherein said bead contains cells 
derived from a pancreatic islet. 
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